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St Paul’s Cathedral during the Blitz

What do you see?

Look at the photograph of St Paul’s Cathedral above and write down 5 words or phrases
that describe what you can see.

nkwnNeR

Examine the image again for 30 seconds and try to write 5 new things you noticed.
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Look Again

Extended Thinking

What do you think about the photograph?

What is happening? How is this happening?

What do you wonder about the image?

What was damaged? Who was there?

Without knowing any other details, write a newspaper headline to go with this image.

(What do you think is the most important information to share?)




D t ) Schools & Family Learning
Y ‘ l L Distance Learning Activities
KR

CATHEDRAL

Discover the details

This photograph became very famous the world over.
It was taken by a photographer called Herbert Mason.
The photograph was taken during the height of the
Blitz in December 1940 - a time that was described as
| the ‘second great fire of London.’

| The Cathedral’s iconic dome is seen standing tall and
strong emerging out of the fire and smoke - out of the
destruction which had become such a common sight in
London during the Second World War. This night, like
many others, people were killed and injured, and
homes were destroyed as the bombs fell on London.

The Cathedral was seen as a place of great importance;
it was a place of worship, a sacred space, and now a
symbol of strength for the nation.

After this photograph was spread widely in the
newspapers, it reinforced St Paul’s status as an icon
and the Cathedral took on new meaning for the nation.

What do you think this photograph symbolised for the nation?

Circle your answers below and ask an adult or use a thesaurus to discover what some
unknown words mean.

Resilience Survival Morale Weakness Defeat Unity

Strength Sadness Hope Determination Faith Resistance

Has discovering this information changed your headline? Write your new headline here.
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‘St Paul’s Cathedral must be
saved at all costs’

Winston Churchill

Winston Churchill was worried that the destruction of St Paul’s Cathedral would result in a loss of
morale for the British public. What do you think morale means? Solve the word search below and
see if you can find other words similar to morale.

nusw piritf tni whni Words to find
t determi nati onc
gr heast k mko maow confidence
ai xjceh!| mzf vevb spirit
mv wgfnj s r x| keff heart

. . optimism
| e ehriej aumpofm hope
ntraehadysoj uno determination
qcs kgkf oi hf g hep drive
f vgyujcmy fnmi ae cheer
f mt ovpi nz ent cvd vigour
wj diktnv fydodagp resolve
i j eapipkj uf mcgh
e v I oserrt sptzvr
of kgytf nocgxai js
n gl I sss pz fr e ehc

Reflect

After you have finished all of your activities, sit quietly for a few seconds. Think carefully
about some of the people in the world that are still living in conflict, war and danger. Think
about how their daily lives are being affected by destruction like the destruction Britain
witnessed in the Blitz. In your moment of quiet think about hope, and how you will bring
hope to your community and to the world.

List three hopes you have for the world in the future:

1.
2.
3.

Use the following page to make an artistic creation about hope! Maybe a drawing, a
collage, or a poem. Include words, symbols or signs that remind you of hope and happiness.
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Artistic Creation

Share your creation with us on twitter @stpaulsedu and next time you visit St Paul’s Cathedral, think
about what it symbolises for you.



