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Complete Organ Works of J. S. Bach (1685 – 1750) 
Recital XIV 

 

Pièce d’Orgue     BWV 572 

This triptych displays the considerable influence of the French 

Baroque organ school on Bach, who was known to have copied 

Nicolas de Grigny’s Livre d’Orgue by hand. In this work, an impish 

‘Petit Plein Jeu’ comprising light, fluttering arpeggios and scales is 

followed by an imposing ‘Grand Jeu’. The piece culminates with a 

sequence of rising figures set against a falling pedal line which drives 

an extraordinary harmonic progression, before resolving confidently 

in a final flourish.  
 

Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein   641 

Wer nur den lieben Gott läßt walten  642 

These two Orgelbüchlein settings are beautiful representations of their 

texts. The delicate BWV 641 comprises an embellishment of the 

chorale melody with gentle accompaniment.  BWV 642, based on an 

optimistic hymn of maintaining hope through tribulations, is founded 

on a lively three-note rhythmic motif which accompanies the chorale.  
 

Fantasia super: Jesu, meine Freude   713 

This fantasia is a piece of two parts: the first is an intricately-written 

fugue characterised by the opening subject which serves as a 

countersubject to each of the six lines of chorale melody presented. 

The second part is a dolce imitative section which paraphrases the 

final four lines of the chorale melody. 
 

Wir glauben all an einen Gott   740 

This hymn is the Lutheran paraphrase of the Creed, the cornerstone 

of the Christian faith. Four different manuscript versions of this work 

exist: one attributed to Bach and three to his pupil Johann Ludwig 

Krebs. It is plausible that Bach composed this work and Krebs made 

his own arrangements while studying with him. This prelude sets the 

Clausnitzer arrangement of the Creed. The melody appears as an 



embellished soprano line, accompanied by four lower contrapuntal 

parts, including two separate voices played by the pedals.  
 

Fughetta super: Wir glauben all an einen Gott 681 

Wir glauben all an einen Gott   680 

These two settings sit at the heart of Clavier-Übung III, and set 

Luther’s paraphrase of the Creed. The swagger of BWV 681 perhaps 

displays Bach’s absorption of the French organ school. In BWV 680, 

the affirmation of faith is represented through a confident and stately 

fugue founded on the opening phrase of the melody. 

Notes by Samuel Bristow 
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Next recital 
Sunday 8th August at 4.30 pm   James Gough (London) 
 

Members of the audience are kindly requested to switch off all electronic 

devices, and are reminded that photography and recording are not permitted. 

The musical heritage of St Paul’s has come under severe pressure 

as a result of COVID-19. There will be a collection as you leave the 

Cathedral today. We recommend a donation of £5, and thank you 

in advance for your contribution. 

If you are watching online, please visit the following link and include ‘Sunday 

Organ Recitals’ in the comment box: 

 https://www.stpauls.co.uk/support/st-pauls/donate-to-us  

https://www.stpauls.co.uk/support/st-pauls/donate-to-us

