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Complete Organ Works of J. S. Bach (1685 – 1750) 
Recital XVI 
 

Toccata in F     BWV 540i 

One of Bach’s most energetic ‘free works’, the Toccata in F is thought 

to have been composed around 1713 during the composer’s time as 

a court musician in Weimar. This time was a particularly happy 

period for Bach’s organ writing; according to an obituary the positive 

response to his work there “fired him with the desire to try every 

possible artistry in his treatment of the organ”. Few works illustrate 

this remark better than BWV 540i. Following the arresting opening of 

free-flowing semiquavers, a display of pedal virtuosity takes off. In the 

substantial sections that follow, the initial material is developed 

extensively. What makes this piece a landmark in Bach’s organ 

writing? Peter Williams sees the piece’s memorability and originality 

as lying in its combination of “overall form, contrapuntal handling, 

some new harmonic progressions, and dramatic pedal points”. 
 

Partite sopra: O Gott, du frommer Gott  767 

This early work betrays the influence of Georg Böhm, to whom Bach 

was apprenticed as a teenager. After an initial statement of the 

chorale, the verses of the hymn are subtly portrayed in the following 

eight variations, each with their own style: one characterised by a 

cello-like bass, another by creeping chromaticism, while the final 

variation is almost a chorale fantasia in itself. The work’s layout on 

two staves indicates it might have also been intended for domestic 

keyboard instruments, such as the harpsichord or clavichord.  
 

Fugue in F      540ii 

While frequently paired with the Toccata, BWV 540ii emanates from 

Bach’s mature period in Leipzig and was originally published 

separately. The first subject is coloured by its sinking chromaticism, 

while the second subject is characterised by graceful quavers. The 

culmination of the piece is an ingenious mergence of both themes, in 



which the opening descending motif is presented in an emphatic 

pedal entry, concluding this contrapuntal feat with buoyant certitude.   

Notes by Samuel Bristow 
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Next recital 
Sunday 19th September at 4.30 pm  

David Price 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the audience are kindly requested to switch off all electronic 

devices, and are reminded that photography and recording are not permitted. 

The musical heritage of St Paul’s has come under severe pressure 

as a result of COVID-19. There will be a collection as you leave the 

Cathedral today. We recommend a donation of £5, and thank you 

in advance for your contribution. 

If you are watching online, please visit the following link and include ‘Sunday 

Organ Recitals’ in the comment box: 

 https://www.stpauls.co.uk/support/st-pauls/donate-to-us  

https://www.stpauls.co.uk/support/st-pauls/donate-to-us

