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Fantasia in G minor BWYV 542a

The opening of this tumultuous work, akin to a recitative in its
unpredictability, embodies the spirit of stylus phantasticus through
improvisatory flourishes whirling around a sequence of impassioned
chords. This volatility is juxtaposed by stricter contrapuntal sections.
The piece contains some of Bach’s most astonishing harmonic
surprises; most notably a cycle of fifths visiting seventeen different
keys. By combining these respective characteristics, Bach achieves
seismic music of breath-taking theatricality.

O Mensch, bewein dein Siinde grof3 622

is an elaborate setting of the Passiontide hymn which Bach sought to
include in both the St John and St Matthew Passions. The sins of man
are bewailed by a profoundly lyrical soprano line, accompanied by
unusually chromatic harmonic progressions. The torturous final bar
presents Christ’s suffering most explicitly, before finding peace in the
final resolution.

Sonata Il in C minor 526

Through the trio sonatas, Bach successfully truncated the Italian
concerto into an innovative form for a solo performer. The opening
Vivace is a fiery yet intricate ritornello. A tranquil Largo follows. The
zestful Allegro is a finely crafted-fugue, serving as a jaunty finale to this
exquisite sonata.

Ich ruf zu dir, Herr Jesus Christ 639

The popularity of this Orgelbiichlein trio is evidenced by the plethora
of transcriptions and homages subsequently offered by eminent
figures including Mendelssohn, Schumann, Brahms and Busoni. A
masterwork of simplicity, the chorale melody is scarcely ornamented
above gently rolling semiquavers and pulsating pedal notes.



Fugue in G minor 542b

most likely originated as an improvisation in Hamburg, as Bach had
applied for the organist post at the Jacobikirche in 1720. The church’s
musical advisor was Hamburg’s prestigious grandmaster Johann Adam
Reincken; Bach, aware of Reincken’s Dutch heritage, provided a fugue
utilising the melody of the Dutch folk song Ik ben gegroet van. While
Bach ultimately did not take up the post, the resulting work is one of
the composer’s most exemplary efforts in the form; a union of
intricacy and fervour.

Notes by Samuel Bristow
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Sunday Organ Recitals rely on the generous support of our
audiences. The musical heritage of St Paul’s has come under severe
pressure as a result of COVID-19. We recommend a donation of
£5, and thank you in advance for your contribution. Please include
‘Sunday Organ Recitals’ in the comment box in the link below:
https://www.stpauls.co.uk/support/st-pauls/donate-to-us
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