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Complete Organ Works of J. S. Bach (1685 – 1750) 
Recital XXIV: works for Palm Sunday 
 

Valet will ich dir geben   BWV 735 

Though this chorale melody is now commonly associated with the 

Palm Sunday hymn ‘All glory, laud and honour’, its original subject 

matter is concerned with life after death. The authorship of this fantasia 

is disputed, though it is likely an early work emanating from Bach’s 

Weimar period or before, indicated by an abundance of decorative 

figurations which betray the influence of Georg Böhm, Bach’s mentor. 

The manual material for this improvisatory piece is largely founded on 

the chorale, which also sings through the contrapuntal texture as a 

poised pedal cantus firmus. 
 

Sonata V in C      529 

The Trio Sonatas, composed in Leipzig between 1727 – 30 as a series 

of technical exercises for Bach’s son, Wilhelm Friedemann, proved to 

be among the central jewels of J.S. Bach’s output for organ: Johann 

Nikolaus Forkel, the composer’s biographer, states they ‘were written 

when the composer was in his full maturity and can be considered his 

principal work of this kind’. Perhaps the most substantial of the set, 

BWV 529 opens with a sparkling Allegro incorporating nimble 

semiquaver passagework and imitation akin to the most radiant Italian 

chamber music movements. The Largo is an elaborate movement of 

refined delicacy, sometimes heard as a central movement in the Prelude 

and Fugue in C (BWV 545). The final Allegro sees an ingenious fugal 

texture, based on a sprightly motif presented at the outset.  
 

Fugue in G minor     578 

originates from Bach’s youth in Arnstadt and has been widely known 

as the ‘Little Fugue’ to distinguish it from the later Fantasia and Fugue 

in G minor (BWV 542). Despite its relative brevity, there is finely-

crafted contrapuntal treatment of a lyrically elegant subject, 

demonstrating Bach’s early disciplined command of creative 



proportioning. The piece’s popularity was elevated due to a twentieth-

century orchestration by Leopold Stokowski. 
 

Valet will ich dir geben    736 

In contrast to the robust character offered by the more stable 

contrapuntal texture of BWV 735, the jubilation of this Weimar setting 

is energised by rhythmic flurries of swirling triplet figurations, which 

bustle busily above long-breathed pedal cantus firmus statements.  

Notes by Samuel Bristow 
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Next recital 
Easter Day, Sunday 17th April at 4.30 pm  

James McVinnie 
 

Members of the audience are kindly requested to switch off all electronic 

devices, and are reminded that photography and recording are not permitted. 

The musical heritage of St Paul’s has come under severe pressure 

as a result of COVID-19. There will be a collection as you leave the 

Cathedral today. We recommend a donation of £5, and thank you 

in advance for your contribution. 

If you are watching online, please visit the following link and include ‘Sunday 

Organ Recitals’ in the comment box: 

 https://www.stpauls.co.uk/support/st-pauls/donate-to-us  

https://www.stpauls.co.uk/support/st-pauls/donate-to-us

